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 Condud of the Miniſtry, 


x 
IN TH E 1 


Scnx uz of the Exc188 


WINE and TOBACCO, 


PROPOSED 


Laſt Seſſions of PARLIAMENT 
WIT H 


A General EXAMINATION of the 


REASONS which determined the faid 


MinisT&y to it; the Conſequences and Events 
it would have had. 


ALSO 


The MOTIVES which engaged the Mini- 
STRY to lay it Aſide; with the Objections of 
thoſe Political Writers who oppoſe the Govern- 


ment : And Reflections on other Faults imputed 
to the Miniſtry. 
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The Natural fhferences which may be drawn from 


every particular Fact; and from the Whole in 
General. 
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E Hearts of all thoſe 
Or W who, are intereſted in 
W the private Affairs o 

Fd the . 240 to A 
YT wnalterably fixed upon 
the Truth. The Scheme of the Ex- 
ciſe, propoſed laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, which ſeveral Writers have 
turned according to their proper Ends, 
and ſecret Views, makes the priuci- 
pal Object of this Treatiſe, for 
which Cauſe ] undertake to diſcuſs, 
fundamentally, this Subject; alſo 
the Motrves which determined the 
[ laniſtry to drop this Project, that 
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iv. To tte READER, 
every one may have a juſt Idea 7 
| the Deſign of the Miniſtry, in the 
Riſe and Fall of the ſaid Scheme ; 
by which, with the Reflections which 
ſhall be made thereupon, it will be 
eaſy to decide if the Miniſtry be 
Praiſe or Blame-worthy. 

Ihe many and various Writings 
which have appeared, within this 
ſhort Time, on this Subject, have 
obliged the Author to treat it in a 
more ample Manner, in order to 
eclipſe the Sophiſms, and improper 
Compariſons, which often diſguiſe 
and darken both Truth and Juſtice. 

The Author declares himſelf, with 
all the poſſible Sincerity, to have 
been no ways animated by either 
Parties, to this Undertaking, but 
that it is entirely ex proprio Motu. 


VINDICATION 


* * a> "off 


Conduct of the MiNn1sTRY. 


N H E Scheme of the Ex- 


ciſe on Wine and To- 


8 dropp'd by the Mint 

ſtry for the Advantage 
of Peace, we are not to write, at 
preſent, on that Subject, but only 
in Vindication of the Miniſter in 
the ſaid Scheme, from which the 
principal Motives of Blame, im- 
puted to him, were drawn; and 
altho' the Scheme was explained by 


the 
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the Miniſtry, as alſo by the oppo- 
ſite Party, after a very ſenſible 
Manner, that the Nation might be 
thoroughly inſtructed of its true 
Motives; notwithſtanding the Con- 
fuſion, and different Interpretations, 
which a great Number of Writers 
have brought in, ſometimes with 
Appearances of defending the Mi- 
niſtry, fometimes of the oppoſite 
Party, they either deſtroyed entire- 
ly the true Motives and Conſe- 
quences of the ſaid Scheme, or 
turned them into metaphorical 
Meanings, or directly contrary to 
their own : Therefore, I ſhall be- 
gin to canvaſs over again, as ſuc- 
cinctly as poſſible, the Motives, 
and the Objections, for and againſt 
the ſaid Scheme, becauſe it was 
that occaſioned all the Grievances. 

The Scheme in Queſtion was 
only this; To change the Method, 
| hitherto practiſed, of collecting the 


Duties 


; LF. 
Duties laid on Wine and Tobacco iu 
Great Britain. 

This Propoſal proceeded from 
Three Motives, as appears by what 
has been publiſhed on this Occa- 


ſion. 


The firſt was, The Intereſt of the 
Nation. | 


The Second, The Abuſes and 
Frauds committed, by Reaſon the 


preſent Method 1s not ſufficient to 
prevent them. 


The Third is, The Obligation the 
Government hes under, to prevent, 
” an effectual Remedy, an Irregu- 
arity, advantageous only to a few 
diſboneſt Men, and of great Detri- 
ment to the Nation. This is what 
the Propoſer of the Scheme in- 
tended. 

The Miniſtry thought it neceſ- 
ſary, for the Intereſt of the King- 
dom, to lay on this, and other 
Duties, in order to defray the ne- 
ceſſary Charges of the Kingdom, 

| both 


(8) 
both at home and abroad ; to main=s 
tain and protect the Liberty of its 
Commerce, its Rights and Privi- 
leges, and to fecure itſelſ from the 
dangerous Attempts of the neigh- 


bouring Powers, and keep them 
within the Bounds of their lawful 


Rights: The Miniſtry, I fay, 
thought fit, for theſe juſt and ne- 
ceſſary Ends, to lay on theſe Taxes ; 
and being farther convinced, that 
the Exigencies of the State had 
been increaſed by unforeſeen Acci- 
dents and Events, therefore 1t was 
become neceſſary to have Recourſe, 
not only to extraordinary Land 
Taxes, but alſo to conſiderable 
Loans, which are now very bur- 
thenſome to the Nation. 

Now the Miniſtry aſſert, That 
if the late Scheme, propoſed to 
collect the Duties on Wine and 
Tobacco, was uſed with all the 
Equity the Law requires, it would 
enable the Government to lay 1 

the 
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the Land Tax intirely, and alſo 
partly to diſcharge the National 
Debt by a yearly Payment of Part 
of its Capital; by which Means 
the Intereſts the Nation now pays 
would be conſiderably leſſened. 

The Frauds which are committed 
in different Ways, and which it 
has not hitherto been pollible to 
prevent, have pointed out the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Remedy. Some of 
theſe Frauds are General and others 
Private. = 

The General Frauds on Tobacco 
are committed after it has been Ex- 
ported out of England, and the 
Drawback allowed ; then it is pri- 
vately brought back again and 
landed, hereby the Government 
18 defraud of the whole Duty. 
This is done with Veſlels of about 
eighteen or twenty Tonns Burden, 
which bring it back from Holland, 
and other Places that it had been 
Exported to; and it is certain, that 


by 


(10). 
by the great Precautions theſe Peo- 
ple uſe, who carry on this ſmug- 
gling Trade, not one out of twenty 
of theſe Veſſels is taken. 
The Private Frauds committed 
on Tobacco, are done by the ſmall 
Weights they make uſe of to weigh 
it when it is Imported, and accord- 
ing to which, the Merchant pays 
the Duty: But when it is to be 
Exported, they get it weighed with 
great Weights; by which Means 
the Crown becomes lyable to the 
Difference of the Weight, and ſo 
payeth a much greater Sum in 
Drawbacks, than what the Duty 
amounted to which it had received. 
But another Fraud which (tis 
ſaid) is viſibly committed, 1s, that 
the Merchant Imports his Tobacco 
into the Kingdom extremely preſs'd, 
and lighten d of its Weight, by 
the ſuppreſſing of Part of its natu- 
ral Subſtance, occaſioned by the 
Force of the Preſſure ; and they 
Export 


6 
Export it moiſtened and wet, to 


give it the greater Weight, and 


by that Addition to get a greater 
Drawback. 


The Fraud practiſed on Wines 
is of two Sorts; the firſt and moſt 


. conſiderable is by the vaſt Quan- 
tities of Wines Imported in the 


Kingdom, by Veſſels of about 
eighteen or twenty Tonns Burthen, 
which come all along the Coaſts of 


this Iſland during the whole Courſe 
of the Year, but eſpecially in the 


Winter; and the ſaid Wines are 
put on Shore in the Night time, 
and immediately carried farther 1n- 
to the Country, 

A ſecond kind of Fraud is known 


to the whole Town; and it is by 


a Compoſition that is made of ſeve- 
ral Ingredients, the Juice of Elder 
Grains, Wild Mulberries, and Cy- 
der, which fell to the Vintners at 
a third or fourth Part cheaper than 
Wine ſells at; and they, in their 
B 2 Retail 
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Retail, ſell it mix'd with Wine, 


for real Wine, as many People 
complain they do, and eſpecially 
the Wine Merchants, 
I have expoſed this Fact here, 


ſuch as it is really ſaid to be, and 


the Propoſer ſays they amount to 
the Loſs of no leſs than 4 or 


500,000 Pounds Sterling per Ann. 


to the Profit of thoſe who adulte- 


terate the Wines, and to the De- 


triment of the State. 


The third Motive is the abſo- 
lute and indiſpenſable Obligation 


the Government, and the Nation, 


lies under to remedy Abuſes as 
hurtfyl to the State, and to every 
one in particular, as they are 


blameable for their Injuſtice, and 


their different Iniquities. Theſe 
are then the Reaſons which ſeem 
to have determined the propoſing 
to alter the preſent Method of col- 
lecting theſe Duties (as being 1 in- 
ſaſfficient) into a new one capable 


of 


0 


(73) 
of ſuppreſſing and preventing Abuſes 
and Fr auds. 
The opponts Party were for 


rejecting this Propoſition for dif- 
ferent Reaſons, taken from rhe 
Law of Nations, which IT ſhall 
mention with all the Circumſtances 
that attend them; but it will be 
proper, before I enter upon them, 


to know what is the Quality of the 


Propoſer, his Functions, and his 


Duty; and thoſe of his Oppoſers, 

and the different Intereſts 1 each 

of them. | 
The Propoſer is a Miniſter of 


State, and Firſt Lord of the Trea- 


ſury, who, in that Quality, is in- 
diſvenſibly obliged to have an Eye 


upon, and prevent the embezzling 


and waſting of the National Re- 
venues ; and not only ſo, but he 
muſt preſerve them as a ſacred 
Truſt committed to his Care, in 


Conjunction with the other Lords 


af the Tręaſury, to provide for the 
| " Emers 


( 14) 
| Emergencies and Security of the 
I! | Nation; ſo that he being well 
aſſured of the Waſting and Lofs 
(| ] of Part of theſe Revenues, by the 
Frauds that are committed, he can 
neither tolerate nor 1 them, 
but he muſt be guilty of a criminal 
RE - Prevarication, and alſo become re- 
14 ſponſible to God, and Men, for the 
14 te thereby done to the Na- 
| tion; ſo that his principal Duty, 
and bis own Honour, oblige him 
to find out a Remedy that may put 
2 a Stop to, or prevent theſe Sorts 
[ | of Miſdemeanors: That is what 
j| | he intended to do by putting this 
new Scheme in Practice, which he 
propoſed as the only ſure Means 
for the obtaining that End; and this 
is what we deſign to examine. | 
The oppoſite Party ſeems to be 
compoled of Vintners and Tobaco= 
niſts, either of London, or of about 
| fourteen Burroughs that {ſend Mem- 
it 5 bers 
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bers to Parliament, and theſe have 
been joined by the City Members. 
The Truth is, as appears by the 
Pamphlets and Writings publiſhed 
on both Sides, that this Party is 


protected by Perſons of Diſtinction. 


The Political Writers inſinuate 
this by their bitter and injurious 
Expreſſions; ſo that it may be ſaid, 


this Body is compoſed of three 


Branches. It is needlefs to enlarge 


on the Difference of their parti- 


cular Intereſts; I ſhall only lay 


that the firſt is bent on preſerving 


the preſent Method for their own 


Intereſt : The ſecond is bent on 
the ſame Deſign from the F ears 


that have been inſtilled into them; 
and the third alſo, through a Spi- 


rit of Contradiction. 
The Writers, on both Sides, 


; own the Reality of the Frauds ; 


the Merchants themſelves do nor 
deny it; ſo it ſhall hereafter be 


taken for granted. 
; Before 


( 16 ) 


Beſore.] enlarge on the Oppo- 


nents Reaſons, I ſhall mention here 
(that I may omit nothing) a pre- 
liminary Objection alledged by one 
of their Writers, which ee 
our Attentidn. EY 

He ſaid, I here s the Need of 
altering the preſent Method into a 
2 one 9 , Frauds Fre em 
only by the Unfaithfulneſs of the 
Clio. Houſe Gere pe Fj but 
change them, and put faithful ones 


iu their Room, and thereby you will 


have no Need of altering the Me- 
 thod of collecting the Duties ! 

To this I anſwer, That this Ex- 
pedient is not ſufficient, and could 
only remedy the leſſer Part of the 
Frauds on Tobacco, and not the 
greateſt, nor thoſe Frauds commit- 
ted on the Wine, but only on the 
weighing of the Tobacco when it 
is Entered, which is done by the 
imall Weights. That's all the 
Benefit that could be expected 
7 from 
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( 9) 
from thoſe uncorruptible Officers ; 
but for the main'of the Fraud on 
Tobacco or Wine, by Means of 
the Importation 'that is made by 
the ſmuggling! Veſſels on the Coaſt, 
loaded with theſe Commodities 
from different Places, and which 
are landed in the Night Time, 
is ſo vaſt and conſiderable a 
Fraud, that the Detriment it does 
to the State is incredible: It is 
this which the Cuſtom-Houſe Of- 
ficers, were they twenty times 
more numerous than they are, could 
not prevent, how diligent and 
faithfal ſoever they were; nor 
could the Cuſtom-Houſe Barges, 
or Veſſels, be of great Uſe, 1o 
great are the Precautions of the 
Smugglers, and their Aſſociates on 
Shore. | 

People may judge, from former 
Experiences, what 18 done now-a- 
days in this Commerce of Iniquity ! 


8 About 
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About four Years ago the Priſons 
in London were full of Smugglers ; 


the Law was then very ſevere a- | 
gainſt them: When they were 
taken in the Fact, they were im- 
priſoned till they had payed a con- 


ſiderable Fine, their Ships and | 
Cargoes were condemned ; yet this | 


rigorous Proceeding did not hinder | 
their Ships and Veſſels from cover- | 


ing the Seas, and hovering round 
our Coaſts, only for this Reaſon, 
that there was not one in twenty 


: 
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of them taken; which Number, 
at preſent, is certainly far greater, 
their Goods being now only con- 


fiſcated, and not their Perſons. 


The Buſineſs now is to examine 
whether the Method which was 
propoſed to collect theſe Revenues 
would anſwer the Ends: That is, 
Whether it can remedy and prevent 
all Kinds of Smuggling and Frauds, 


and whether any other Method 
could 
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(19) 
could produce this good Effect as 
certainly as this can. 

It was propoſed to collect, by 
Way of Exciſe, the Duties on 
Wines and Tobacco, as the Duties 
on Malt and Beer are now aCtual-. 
ly collected. = 

Every candid Man muſt agree 
(tis ſaid) that it is the only Way 
to collect them, with Equity, on 
Wine and Tobacco, and to prevent 
Smuggling and Fraud. 

That it is the only Means to 
prevent Smuggling, by Reaſon the 
Smugglers, who bring thoſe Wares 
to our Coaſts with theſe Veſlels, 
will find no Buyers, becauſe of the 
Surveying at the Merchant's Ware- 
Houſes, Cellars, c. and by Rea- 
lon of the informing of thoſe 


1 Wares, when in private Perſon's 


Hands, the Smugglers being there- 
by obliged to take their Goods 


home again, the Buyers and Sellers 


thall. be obliged to forſake this 


GC 2 Com- 
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Commerce, and fair Trading will 
revive again. | 
The se Thing will happen 
with Reſpe & to thoſe who brew | 
adulter Liquors; the Retailers 
will buy none of it, becauſe they 
muſt be obliged to pay the Duty 
for this drugg d Stuff as regularly 
and fully as if it was true and 
real Wine. f 
Yet, a more weighty Reaſon is, 
that then they could ſell no Li. ö 
quors as Wine, without a Permit 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe; nor could 
the Retailers buy it uulels they 
declared th eller: By this Means | 
the Brewers of theſe Compoſitions | 
muſt forbear to make them, and | 
the Nation, nor the Publick, could | 
no longer bs cheated ; bene We 
muſt conclude, that this Method | 
is the only one capable to remedy 
theſe Abuſes. | 
This Principle, and the Neceſ- | 
ity there is to redreſs Abuſes of 


this 


W3 
this Conſequence, being once ad- 
mitted, what Objection can there 
be in accepting this Method, if 'it 
is not in other ReſpeCts contrary to 
the Liberties and Privileges of 
the Nation? | 
It is certain, with Reſpe& to 
Vintners and Tobacconiſts, that 
the Survey .that was to be made 
once in two or three Days, or more 
or leſs frequently, according to 
the Character of the 'Merchant, 
will give them a little more Trou- 
ble than they have now, when 
there is no ſuch Viſitation. But 
what does this Viſit amount to? 
Why, only to this; 


The Merchant keeps, or — 


to keep, a particular Regiſter 


Book, herein all the Merchandizes 
that were liable to pay theſe Duties 
were entered; the Officer was to 
examine this Book to prove theStock 
and Sale of them, and was to write 


them in his Book, that the Du- 


ties 


(622) 
ties might have been payed. This 
15 done in a Minute, and then the 
Officer goes away. What harm 
could this have done to the honeſt 
Merchant? Why, none at all, if 
his Books are regular: None then 
but the unfair Trader can dread it, 
becauſe he can conceal none of the 
Goods in his Houſe by Permit, 
and that what is brought there in 
a clandeſtine Manner muſt be eafily 
diſcovered: But let him trade 
fairly, and he will: find the Benefit 
of it ;: for inſtead of this trifling 
Viſit, or Search (which, however, 


13 abſolutely neceſſary) he will | 


reap infinite Advantages by cIt, /as 
i thall fhew in the Sequel. 

Some People have 1 
to give this Search-.a'' moſt redicu- 


lous Extenſion; faying, It was to 


he made by Night, as well as by 
Day, which is very falſe, as ap- 
pears from the Practice; for theſe 
Searches are made in the Day-time, 

aſter 
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after which the Merchant is not 
obliged to open his Cellar, nor 


Ware-Houſe, again. 


Laſtly, what can the Vintners 


and Tobacconiſts complain of, 
when they are in no worſe Caſe 
than the Brewers, Maltſters, Sc. 
whoſe Tranquility, or Fortune, are 
not diſturbed nor aggrieved by 
theſe Searches? Nay, further, as 
theſe Duties cannot be fully levied 
but in this Manner, the Intereſt of 
the Nation ought to be preferred 
to the {mall Inconveniencies of a 


few private Perſons; and it were 


abſurd to think otherwiſe, the ra- 
ther becauſe, with the. moſt Part 
of thoſe that complain, theſe pre- 
tended Inconveniencies are only a 
Pretence to prevent the . Diſcovery 
of their prohubited and ſecret 
Commerce. 
Their Topicks for oppoſing the 
new Method conſiſted. Firſt In 
that they dreaded (knowing the 
Expe- 


( 24 ) 
Experience of Exciſe Laws) an Ex- 
tenfion of theſe Laws to other Mer- 


chandizes. 
Secondly, That this Extenſion 
muſt have been prejudicial to Trade, 


either by leſſening the Conſumption of 


fach Merchandizes as would be lia- 
ble to the Exciſe, or by expoſing the 


Fair Trader to frequent and arbitrar 


Searrches of the Officers, and to the 


Determination of Commiſſjoners, who 


may be turned out at Phaſure, and 


from whoſe Deciſion there is no 


Appeal. 

hirdly, That the Extenſion of 
theſe Laws muſt neceſſarily have 
increaſed the Number of Officers, and 
their Power, which is inconſiſtent 
with the Principles of Liberty, on 
which our happy Conſtitution is 
founded, and muſt alſo deprive the 
Engliſh Subjet?s of ſome of theſe va- 
luable Privileges which have hi- 
therto diſtinguiſhed them from thoſe 
F the neighbouring Nations. 
Fourthly, 


„„ 
Fourthly, The laſt Objection is, | 
That the daily Viſits of the Exciſe | 
Officers muſt have been detrimental 
| to the Merchants, becauſe they may 
thereby take Cogmizance of the Se- 
crets of their Trade, and take Ad- 
vantage from that Knowledge to the 
Merchag?'s Prejudice. 
Theſe are the moſt conſiderable ; 
Allegations of the Opponents, and | 
are alſo the Subſtance of their 
Grievances. N 
To the firſt Objection it was 
anſwered, That the Term of Ex- 
tenſion of the Exciſe Laws. is not 
applicable to the preſent Caſe, be- 
cauſe it ene either a new 
Law of Exciſe, which certain 
| Goods, or Merchandizes, ſhall be 
liable to, or that ſome new Bar- 
then will be added to the Law al- 
ready eſtabliſned. This is not at 
all the Caſe, but only to change 
the preſent inſufficient Method in- 
to a new one capable to recover 


D the 
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the Duties due to the State, by 
Way of Exciſe, which is the onl 
effectual Method to obtain chel⸗ 
Ends, and which adds nothing to 
the Duty of Import ſettled by 


Law on the ſaid Merchandizes. 


A Diſtinction ought to be made 
between the Law itſelf, and the 
Execation of that Law : The Law 
which laid the Duty on the Impor- 
tation of Wine and Tobacco, re- 
mains wholly as it was; the Du- 
ty is in no-wiſe altered nor in- 


creaſed: Now, as the Bill only re- 


lates to the Execution of it, how- 
ſoever it is executed (provided it 
be done with Equity) it can, in no 
Senſe, be conceived, or underſtood, 


under the Term of Extenſion, or| 


of a new Law. 


To which we add, That this] 


Method was in no-wile prohibited 


by any of the Laws of this Realm, 
and that it was the only ſure one] 
for the Good of the State, and ol 


the 
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the Nation, and the moſt equita- - 
ble and advantageous for the fair 


Merchant. 
It was the moſt ſure, becauſe 


the Duties of the State would 


have been regularly paid, at the 
ſame Time that the Sale of the 
Goods was to be made, and that 
the Abuſes in general would have 
ceaſed. 

It was the moſt equitable, be- 
eauſe the Merchant, or Vendor, 
was not obliged to pay the Duty, 
but in Proportion to his Sale, and 
a {mall Duty on entring his Goods; 
whereas, by the preſent Method, 
he is obliged to pay the whole 
Duty on the Entry, which 1s very 
confiderable, eſpecially on the 
Wines, which often turns ſour, 
and ſpoils in his Ware-Houſe, 
whereby the Merchant not only 
loſes his Purchale Money and his 
Charges, but alſo the Duty of Im- 
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the Duties due to the State, by 

Way of Exciſe, which is the onl 
effectual Method to obtain chiefs 
Ends, and which adds nothing to 
the Duty of Import ſettled by 

Law on the ſaid Merchandizes. . 
A Diſtinction ought to be made 
between the Law itſelf, and the 
Execution of that Law: The Law 
which laid the Duty on the Impor- 
tation of Wine and Tobacco, re- 
mains wholly as it was; the Du- 
ty is in no-wiſe altered nor in- 
creaſed: Now, as the Bill only re- 
lates to the Execution of it, how- 
loever it is executed (provided at | 
be done with Equity) it can, in no] 
Senſe, be conceived, or underſtood, | 
under the Term of Extenſion, or 
of a new Law. | 3 
To which we add, That this 
Method was in no-wiſe prohibited 
by any of the Laws of this Realm, 
and that it was the only ſure one 
for the Good of the State, and off 
the] 
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the Nation, and the moſt equita- 
ble and advantageous for the fair 


Merchant. | 
It was the moſt ſure, becauſe 


the Duties of the State would 


have been regularly paid, at the 
ſame Time that the Sale of the 
Goods was to be made, and that 


the Abuſes in general would have 
ceaſed. 


It was the moſt equitable, be- 


eauſe the Merchant, or Vendor, 


{ was not obliged to pay the Duty, 


but in Proportion to his Sale, and 
a {mall Duty on entring his Goods ; 
whereas, by the preſent Method, 
he 1s obliged to pay the whole 
Duty on the Entry, which 1s very 
confiderable, eſpecially on the 
Wines, which often turns four, 
and ſpoils in his Ware-Houſe, 
whereby the Merchant not only 


loſes his Purchaſe Money and his 


Charges, but alſo the Duty of Im- 


port, which he paid at the Cultom- 
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Houſe, in which the preſent Me- 


thod is too ſevere: How many 
Wine Merchants have been ruined 
by this? Whereas, by the new 
Method, as the Merchant was on- 
ly obliged to pay in Proportion to 
his Conſumption, if his Wines ſhould 


happen to {poil, he was exempted . 


irom paying the Duty of Import. 
Whence we conclude, That the 
preſent Method is very hurtful to 
the State, and to the Traders, and 
that the new one would have been 
very advantageous to both. 

This Method alone was capable 
of remedying theſe Abuſes, be- 
cauſe by the Searches and Permit 
of the Goods, 1t would have fixed 
the Duties of the State, 1t would 
have hindered the Retailers from 
buying of the Smuggler, or Runer, 
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and theſe finding no Vent for their 


runed, or ſophiſticated Goods, 


would have ceaſed to run or make 


any; and by this Means, this 


Scheme 
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Scheme would have anſwered all 
the happy Ends, and been a Reme- 
dy for all theſe Evils. 

The ſecond Objection of the op- 
poſing Party, which laid, That this 
Extenſion would be prejudicial to 
Trade, by leſſening the Conſumption 
of the exciſed Commodities. It 
contains four Heads. 

We have already anſwered, that 
as, in our Opinion, that Extenſion 
does not exiſt, that Expreſſion 
could not be admitted. 

The firſt of theſe Heads (may be 
anſwered) is a Doubt proceeding 
from an imaginary Fear, contrary 
to Reaſon and Evidence ; the con- 
trary being proved by the Exemp- 
tion from paying the Duties of 
Import, and by being diſpenſed 
from the Riſque of paying the 
Duties of Wines that ſhall happen 
to ſpoil in the Merchant's Hands, 
which being very advantageous (as 
has been ſaid) gives the Merchants 
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ſuch Eaſe, as will infallibly in- 


creaſe the Number and Extent of | 


their Commerce. 
Secondly, With Reſpect to the 
Wine, the — 1 Liquors 


ceaſing, its Conſumption will be 


much Are and the Retail more 


conſiderable; that follows in 


Courſe. 
As for the Conkitnption of 10 


bacco, it muſt be of the ſame Ad- 


vantage to the Merchant, at leaſt, 
as that of the Wine, and this 
Trade of greater Extent abroad, 
beauſe of the Exemption of tho 
Duties of Import. 

With Reſpect to the Officer's 
Search, which is the ſecond Head 
the fair Trader will be liable to, 

The Anſwer is, That Taxes be- 
ing abſolutely neceſſary for the 


Support of every Government, 


there mult allo be Officers to wot 
lect them, otherwiſe the Laws 
would be of no Effect, and tho 


Nation 
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Nation without Supplies; and it is 
for that Reaſon, that Cultem-houſe 


Officers are appointed to collect the 
Daties of Import, and the Ofh- 


cers of Excile to receive the Du- 


ties of ſuch Goods and Commo- 


dities which are vended and con- 


ſumed within the Realm: But the 
Power of the latter is neither of 


greater Extent, nor more abſolute 


within their Diftricts than that of 
the former. The Cuſtom-Houle 
Officer has Power to vilit, ſearch, 
rummage, and open all the Cup- 
bords, Trunks, or Lurking Places 
of a Ship, before any Thing can 
be taken or: landed out of it. 
In the Laws of Exciſe, the Mer- 
chant, whole 1 are li- 
able to this Law, muſt put them 
in a certain Place which the Ex- 
ciſe Officer is impowered to ſearch, 


in the ſame Manner as the "= 


ſtom-houſe Officer, can viſit a Ship; 


the Retailer, or M erchant of n 


dities 
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dities liable to the Exciſe, is ſub- 
ject to Penalties, in Caſe he de- 
livers or gives in falſe Accompts. 
The Trader 1s liable to the ſame 
Penalties in Caſe of fraudulent 
Entries: The Ship is the * 
chant's Warehouſe ; the Shop o 
Cellar is that of the "Voter or Re- 
tailer : So that by this new Me- 
thod, there is no Manner of ad- 
. Charge laid on the fair 
Trader more than 1n the old one ; 
and there 15 no other Difference 1 13 
it, but that it will prevent the A- 
a buſes committed to the Prejudice 
of the Nation. 

It is anſwered to the third Head 
concerning the judicial Determina- 
tion of the Commiſſioners, and the 
Privilege of being tried by Ju- 
ries. 

That the "a Privilege of 
Engliſhmen, in the Adminiftration 
of Juſtice, was to be tried by im- 
partial and * 9 : That 

it 


—— — 


— — —-— 


—U— —: . * 0 * 7 

— — — 2 - —— * 
— — = - — 

. CITE DION tC BESS ore 


* * —_— — - 
— — — _— — — —— — 
, EIS ESC OA" 
CCC — ) ů “VBV·i one 


— 


n 


— — — — ˙ 22 
— — — —— — — 
m DG 7 
* 


1 
4 
5 
[4 
om 
1 
| 
1 
Ly 
| 
* 
\ 
N 
. 
* 


( 33) 


it is true, that the Trials by Jus 
rymen are always conformable to 
Equity ; but, nevertheleſs, the Le- 
2 thought fit, with Reſpect 
to Taxes, to wave the uſual Me- 


thod, to the End that Controver- 


fies that: ſhould ariſe on Account of 


the ſaid Taxes, might be ſooner 


determined, and without Charges. 
The fole ire for this Method 
was, the Advantage of the Sub- 


ies themſelves. 


The Succels of this Method, can 
be proved by the numerous ER 


: amples we have of the Taxes on 


Lands, Windows, and thoſe made 


un Ferehr of thi Church, the Poor, 


for mending the Highways and 
Bridges; for the Wages of Work- 
men __ Servants; to ſettle the 
Small-Tithes e ee the Clergy 


and their Pariſhioners, and others 


of that Kind, which fall under 


the Cognizance „ Juſtice of 


Peace, or muſt be decided by 


F. the 
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the Commiſſioners thereto appoin= 
ted, or by the Juſtices of Peace, at 
the Quarter-Seſſions. 


Now this Method 1s ſo juſt, and 
ſo neceſſary, that in one of theſe 


. Caſes, viz. that of ſmall Tithes, 


wherein the Vicars have their Op- 
tion to plead in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, there have been above a 
thouſand Law Suits in a very few 
Years ; and ſeveral of the Parties 
choſe rather to give up their Rights, 
and pay what was demanded, than 

go on with their Law Suits, be- 
cauſe of the great Expence and 
Trouble they muſt farther have 
been expoſed to; ſo that the 
moſt favourable Method for the 


Subject, is that in which Juſtice 18 


ſpecdily adminiſtred, and without 
Charge, as by Commiſſioners, 
where the Parties have equally Sa- 
tisfaction, as they have from the 
Juries; and are not liable to loſe | 
tach a vaſt deal of Time, nor be 


at | 
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at fo great Charges, as they muſt 
neceſſarily be at, in the ordinary 
Courſe of a Law Suit. 

This Difference of Juriſdiction 
did turn intirely to the Advantage of 
the Subjects. Whether by what 
has been now demonſtrated, or be- 
cauſe the Commiſhoners are em- 
powered to leſſen the Fines, and 
which they always impoſe propor- 
tionably to the Abilities of the 
Tranſgreſſor, and not to the Crime. 
Inſtead of that, Juries are obliged to 
condemn the Criminal to the Pe- 


nalty inflicted by the Laws, with- 


out any Alleviation : And it muſt 


alſo be granted, that ſcarce any 
have been choſe to fill theſe Poſts, 
but Men of Capacity, and well 
worthy thereof, by their Integrity 
and good Character. It is allo for 
this Reaſon, and the ſudden Dit- 
charge of the Parties before them, 
that. they have the Power to judge 
theſe ſmall Matters without Appeal. 

E 2 In 


1 n 
In Reſpect to the laſt Point, in 


which the Opponants alledge, that 
this Method would encreaſe the Num- 


ber and Power of 1. Officers, 


which is 1 to the Liberties 


of the ve neat | 


It is anſwered, that the neceſſary 
addition'd Officers, would not exceed 


an Hundred and ft , for the whole 


Kingdom, and the City of Lon- 


don, and} ſome Clerks and Ware- 


Houſe-Keepers. That ſuch a {mail 
Encreaſe could not perplex the 


Nation, nor infringe its Privile- | 


ges. That, as it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to have Officers to collect 
the Duties of the State, no ſmaller 
Number could be n to collect 


ſuch as are laid on theſe Commo- 


dities through the whole Iſland; 


that every one muſt know that | 


thoſe Officers being paid by the | 
Nation, they muſt reſpeRt the Mer- | 
chants ' whom the Duty of their | 
{ ttice obliges them to viſit, That | 
Fr ar Behaviour towards the Brew- | 
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ers, Malſters, Diſtillers, Se. 
a ſenſible Proof of theſe Truths, 


That theſe Officers are well aſ— 
ſured, that if they committed any 
Inſult in the Diſcharge of their 
Othce, they muſt be Eratoly pu- 
niſhed, and turned out of their 
Poſts. Thus this Objection, far 
from having any Foundation, is 
oppolite to their own Principles, 
8 this Nation (as all others) 
being unable to maintain their 
Rights, Privileges and Preroga- 
tives, unleſs it be by receiving 
the Duties of the State, laid on 
it for that Purpoſe; the Officers 
who procure the Receipt of 
the ſaid Duties, do, conſequently, 
contribute to maintain theſe 
Advantages, in which they find 


their own Intereſt (being Eu- 


gl :/hmen) inſtead of being an Ob- 


ſtruction to them. 
The laſt Objection of the Op- 
ponent s is, That the Viſits of the 
Exciſe 


( 38 ) 
Exciſe Officers will, in other Re- 


- 


ſpe s, be of great Prejudice to them, 
6 


cauſe theſe Officers may take Cog- 
nignuce of their Trade to their Pre- 


judice. 


To this it is anſwered, That the 
Duty of theſe Officers gives them 


no Inſpection over the Commerce, 


or Correſpondencies, of the Mer- 
chants, any farther than with Re- 
gard to the Commodities of the 
Stock or Conſumption of theſe 
Goods, to recover the Duties of 


the ſaid Wines and Tobacco, which 


is done upon the examining of a 
particular Regiſtring-Book, which 


the Merchant, or Vendor, keeps 
on purpoſe for that End, and is 
diſtinct from his Journals, or Caſh- 
Book, which he is not obliged to 
thew to the Officers: Thus their 


Power being reſtrained in this 


Manner, that Fear, which is the 
Motive of the Objection, is with- 


out any Foundation. 


Laſtly, | 
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Laſtly, it has been ſaid, beſides, 
in Favour of the Opponents, That 
the Myſtery of the Wine and To- 
bacco Trade was known to every 
one, ſeeing it conſiſts only in Buy- 
ing and Selling; that, indeed, it 
is with them, as with other Mer- 
chants, who can Enter nothing re- 


gularly without declaring it to the 


Cuſtom-Houſe, and that this is the 
chief Matter, tho' it is of no great 
Conſequence, as is very evident. 
The Exciſe Officer was ſtill of leſs 
Conſequence, with Reſpect to the 
fair Trader, none but the Smug- 
gler had Reaſon to fear, in Caſe he 
did continue his Frauds; for by 
this new Method (if he had for- 
bore his Smuggling) far from re- 


celving any Prejudice by it, he 


would, on the contrary, reap great 
Advantages from 1t, as has been 
ſhewed before. 
It is eaſy to know, by examin- 
ing every Objection with its An- 
ND | ſwer, 
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8 
ſwer, whether it 1s juſt, and if the 
Means the Oppoſers make uſe of; 


are not Pretexts rather than Rea- 


ſons: Nevertheleſs, to render the 


Queſtion perfectly obvious, I re- 
duce it to three Propoſitions, which 
contain the Objeckions of both 
Parties. 3 

The Firſt is, Y/hether the ancient 
Method was inſufficient ? 

The Second is, Whether the neaw 
one was ſufficient, and if any other 
could be ſufficient ? 

The Third is, Whether it vas con- 
trary to the Liberties of the Nation? 

Theſe three Propoſitions contain 


three Principles, which are the 


Foundation of them. 
The Firſt is, That the Duty 2ve 
are ſpeaking of, 7s laid on 72 the 


Support of the Nation. 


The Second is, The Neceſſity there 
zs to collect the {aid Duty. 

The Third is, 'The Embezzlement 
that 1s made of this Duty, by Fraud 


and 


(Ar) 
and Artifice, to the Detriment of 
the Nation. a 

| Theſe Three indiſputable Prin- 
ciples being laid down, the indiſ- 
penſible Obligation of the Mini- 
ſter, and the Wiſdom of Govern- 
ment, did require him to correct 
theſe Abuſes, and to ſuppreſs the 
Uſe and Practice of them, with 
infinite Care and Attention, for 
two Reaſons that admit of no Re- 

ly. 

|? he firſt is, That Malverſations 
of this Conſequence hurt the State, 
either with Reſpect to the preſent 
Relief of the Nation, or to the 
future Emergencies, which are yet 
unknown, for want of Opportu- 
nities, which, however, may hap- 
pen very ſoon. 

The ſecond Reaſon is, That by 
tolerating theſe Sorts of Abuſes, 
thoſe who commit them grow 
bolder, and. encreaſe them; and 
thoſe who are not uſed to them, 


F will 
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will attempt to venture and defraud 
like the firſt; and the Revenues 
of the State being thus expoſed to 
Plunder, there always reſults very 
pernicious Events from it, and 
dangerous Abuſes, moſt difficult to 
be amended. Therefore the Go- 
vernment, by a wholeſome Policy, 
ought to remedy theſe Abuſes, in 
their Infancy, as much as poſſible; 
and the Nation ought to defire it, | 
as it muſt be the Source of all | 
their Advantages and Tranqullity ; | 


ſo that if the preſent Method of 


collecting the Duties is inſufficient, 
there is an e ee Necſſity to 
remedy that Inſufficiency by a new 


one, unleſs we would oppoſe the 


moſt eſſential Intereſt of the Na- 
tion. 

Now, it cannot be denied, with- 
out Partiality, that the preſent 
Method is inſufficient; for it is 


impoſſible lor the Officers of the | 


Cuſtoms to prevent the ſmuggling 
ol 
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of Wine and Tobacco, which is done 
by Night on the Coaſt, by the 
Smugglers Veſſels that are contrived 
ori purpoſe for ſuch a clandeſtine 
Trade, nor the compoſing of the ſo- 
phiſticated Liquors that are made, 
how faithful and diligent ſoever 
they be; by reaſon of the Pre- 
cautions and Meaſures of thoſe 
who drive that fraudulent Trade, 
as alſo theſe of their Aſſociates 


and Abetters, who remain here on 


Shore: Nor could the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Veſſels prevent it, tho' they 
were in far greater Number. The 
certain Experience we have quoted 
of former Frauds on the ſame Sub- 
ject, demonſtrate it evidently; and 
it would be a Folly to pretend to 
find out a Remedy by the preſent 
Method. There are, beſides, a 
Number of Frauds committed by 
different Arts, which the preſent 
Method cannot remedy, as will be 
more fully demonſtrated hereafter. 

| | F 2 The 
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The ſecond Propoſition is, That 
the new Method 1s ſufficient, which 
I ihall prove, | | 

The great Deſign of the Smug. 
gler (who having received his 

Drawback on Tobacco, or has a 
Mind to defraud the Nation of 
the Duties, his Wines, or Brandy, 
are liable to pay) is to fell his 
Goods wholeſale : In order to this, 
he applies to ſeveral Retailers or 
Vendors, to whom he ſells his 
whole Cargo, that he may go 
preſently back, and return with 
a freih one. Theſe Vendors having 
bought a Cargo, carry it immedi- 
ately from the Coaſt, and then re- 
tail it to the Publick : So that to 
ſtop this Fraud, you muſt ſup- 

reſs the Source of it; and there 
is no Way to do it, but by hindering 
the Retailer from buying, and that 


cannot be done, but in ſearching 


his Stock; whereby it will fol- 
low, that the Retaller _ a- 


raid 


r — . NIST - . - * 


PPP an PEE 


—_ bend ww 


W . WP 


. WY WW”. Wo ww 44S 


” 
PP e oo An EI * 1 


er Tee n 


„ 
fraid to buy, the Smuggler will 
be obliged to leave off his fraudus 
lent Import. 

But ſome may ſay, If the Smug- 
gler does not fell to Retailers, he 
may ell to private Perſons. That 
is what cannot be, becauſe pri- 
vate Perſons taking only as much 
as may ſerve their Families, the 
Sale would take up ſo long a 
while, that the Smuggler muſt 
infallibly be detected: Nay, this 
laſt Caſe is merely impoſſible, be- 
cauſe the Smugglers who come 
on the Coaſt, never land their 
Commodities till they have ſold 
them, either on Board, or by Sam- 
ples carried on Shore; this is po- 
fitive Matter of Fact. Therefore 
it muſt be concluded, that the 
preſent Method is inſufficient, and 
that the new one is the ſole, and 
only one, that can remedy theſe 
Abuſes. 


The 


1 

The third Propoſition is, JYhe- 
ther the new Method was contrary 
to the Liberties and Privileges of 
the Nation ? And that 1s the main 
Point. - | | 

Naturally ſpeaking, it is de- 
monſtrable, that it was only contrary 
to the Liberties, and unlawful Pri- 
vileges of the Smugglers, and that 
it had no other Deſign than to pre- 
ſerve thoſe of the Nation ; for 
could any one ſay (unleſs he had a 
Mind to be taken for a Madman) 
that an Addition of an hundred and 
fifty Officers in England could be 
able to diſtreſs the Nation? E- 
ven tho' there were five hundred, 
nay, a Thouſand more; to fay 
they could do it, would be an 
Abſurdity that would ſhock any 
judicious Perſon ! 

But what is more ſurpriſing, is, 
to ſee that theſe Stratagems have 
| ſeduced, not only a {mall Num- 
ber of the Nation, but alſo ma- 


ny 
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ny of Rank and Quality have 
been caught like Birds in a Snare. 

It is, notwithſtanding, from this 
Scheme, the oppoſite Party draw 
all the ſuppoſed Motives of their 
Grievances ; for all foregoing Pre- 
texts they had laid hold of againſt 
the Miniſtry, were looked on as in- 
ſolid, and therefore neglected, which 
1s alſo a Reaſon for my centring 
on the exact Detale of the ſame 
Scheme; thereby to conſider whe- 
ther the Blame imputed to the 
Miniſtry be juſt or not. 

The extraordinary and violent 
Cauſes which were indirectly inſi- 
nuated againſt the Miniſtry, were 
either the Miniſters proper Inte- 
reſt, or that of ſome particular 
Perſon ; or the Intention of de- 
ſtroying the Privileges of the 
Nation ; ſome, or all theſe, ſay 
they, were the Motives of bring- 
ing in the Scheme. Now let us 
argue a little hereupon. 


As 
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As to what concerns the private 
Intereſt of a Miniſter, or of any one 
elſe whoſoever, the Lords of the 
Treaſury are accountable; it is they 
who aper the Receipts for the 
Remittances made by the Re- 
ceivers, conſequently the Aug- 
mentation the Scheme would have 
produced, could not have been 
turned to the Miniſter's private 
Profit, nor to that of any particu- 
lar Perſon ; ſo this firſt Argument 
cannot take Place. | 
As to the ſecond, ig. The De- 
ſign of deſtroying the Privileges ; 
What Reſemblance has this to 
Truth? There's not one but muſt 
be ſenſible he extravagates, if he 
ſhould think that an hundred and 
fifty Exciſe Officers could have 
troubled, much lefs deſtroyed, the 
Privileges of Millions of Perſons, ' 
naturally bold and couragious, which 
a formidable Army would not ſo 
eaſily effectuate. e 


There 
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There 1s yet another Reaſon 
renders the Argument entirely r1- 
diculous, which. 1s, That the Mi- 
niſtry, as well as the whole Go- 
vernment, cannot hurt the Liberties 
and Pi ivileges of the Nation, 
without hurting themſelves and 
their Poſterity, the Laws being 
common to all the Subjects, and 
executed equally againſt all; ſo 
that when they mind the Gund of 
the Nation, they mind their own 
roper Good, and when its Hurt, 
their own- Deſtruction. Can any 
rational Man then think they de- 
ſigned to hurt themſelves? That's 
galieſt Reaſon, 

Now let us lay afide theſe Ima- 
ginations, and come to real Facts, 
which might naturally ſeem to - 
have occaſioned the Project now 
in queſtion. 

The firſt was the Prejudice the 
Nation ſuffered by the Frauds, 
which run away with a great Part 
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of its Revenue : Now, I aſk, if it 
was incumbent on the Miniſtry to 
remedy this? None but will agree 
to it, it being a Duty its Charge 
impoſes on it; and, beſides, the Ten- 
derneſs it owes for the Good of the 
Nation; Juſtice and Honour en- 
gage it: Now, the Motive of that 
Project being ſo advantageous for 
the Nation, and ſo equitable in 
itſelf, the Conduct of the Mini- 
ſtry could not have been more 
laudable, nor more meritorious. 

It remains to be conſidered, If, 
in Truth and Reality, the Execu- 
tion of that Project would have 
been hurtful to the Nation. 

Sometimes it happens, that, al- 
tho a Miniſter were never ſo care- 
ful, ſo well-meaning, ſo able and 
experienced, that the Events of 
his Deſigns may not always chance 
to anſwer his Ends; or it may 
happen, that the Execution of them 
produces Effects he did not at all 


foreſee, 


(32 ) 
foreſee, or ſo much as think on ; 
and for both theſe Events he 1s 
certainly excuſable, if he directly 
applies a Remedy, bccaule the 
greateſt Man is not infallible. 

But as to the Project in que- 
ſtion, as all its Events are known, 
it is very eaſy to form a ſudgment 


of them; for which Cauſe I won't 


repeat the all- ſufficient Reaſons 
above- mentioned, which every one 
may recollect; and what ought to 
decide it entirely, is, the Example 
we have before our Eyes of the 
Manner of collecting theſe Duties, 
that are liable at preſent to the 
Exciſe, and which are of pretty 
long ſtanding; where the Mer- 


chants, who pay theſe Duties, no 


ways complain of the Proceedin 

ol the Othcers ; neither does the 
Publick complain of the Form of 
collecting them, from which this 
undeniable Conſequence follows, 
viz. That thoſe who were to be 
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ſettled for collecting the Duties on 
Wine and Tobacco, not acting 
but according to the fame Law, 
neither Merchant nor Publick 
would have been more troubled 
than at preſent: None who will 
be at the Pains to reflect, but will 
agree to this; ſo that the Exciſe, 
far from being any ways trouble. 
ſome to the Nation, was, on the 

contrary, advantangeous to it, 
Now, notwithſtanding the Wil- 
dom of the Project, and the Advan- 
tage it was to the Nation, the Mini- 
{try was content to drop it, when he 
found that one Part of the Nation 
ſeemed to be uneaſy, and oppoſed 
it; for which Cauſe the Houle 
was deſired that the Deciſion of 
it might be remitted to Vacation 
Time, only that there might be 
no more Queſtions about it: So 
the Motive of dropping it cannot 
be attributed but to the Miniſtry's 
Attachment to the Country, which 
made 
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made it prefer the Tranquility and 
Peace of thoſe who were allarmed, 


before the . re that Fraud 
1 


occaſioned, conſidering, juſtly, that 
Unity in the Country was prefer- 
able to the Remedy of Fraud, 
notwithſtanding the inconteſtible 
Neceſſity of applying a Remedy 
to the latter. 

But, perchance, the Enemies, 
accuſtomed now to turn ever thing 
to the Miniſtry's Diſadvantage, 
will fay, It is not the Love the 
Miſtry has for the Country, it 


was Fear was the Reaſon of drop- 


ping it: But that's what no Man, 


of good Senſe, can give Ear to, 
becauſe the Nation 1s too much 
refined, and Juſtice too rigorous, 
for any criminal Enterprize to take 
Place ; ſo the Miniſter, for theſe 
Reaſons, as well as on Account of 
his natural Stedfaſtneſs, had no Oc- 
caſion for theſe childiſh Fears, pro- 


per only for timid Souls. 


And 
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And altho' the dropping of the 
Project was an Action which ought 


to have gained both Love and 


Reſpect to the Miniſter, yet his 
Enemies, forgetful of both Truth 
and Juſtice, which ought to be the 
Objects of every Man's Actions, 
made ridiculous Trophies of Victo- 
ry, either with Defign to inſult 
him perſonally, or to encourage 
thole who had been ſeduced by 
their artificial Talents, or with 
Deſign to ſeduce others. 
Here the oppoſite Party demon- 
ſtrates, to the Life, its Character 
and Intentions, for had it objected 
againſt the Project, thinking it 
diſadvantageous, why did it inſult 
the Miniſtry when they dropped it? 
And why did it kindle ane w, in all 


publick Writings, what was ex- 


tinguiſhed 2? Is that for the Good 
of the Nation, as they always 1n- 
ſinuate? No, that's directly con- 
trary to Reaſon; for the Good of 

= the 
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the Nation conſiſts in Peace, and 
the Conſervation of its Privileges: 
And as the Exciſe was ſuppoſed to 
hurt both theſe (which, however, 
is falſe) when it was dropped, the 
oppoſite Party ought to have been 
contented, having attained to the 
Height of their Wiſhes; What 
was the Meaning then of this ex- 
travagant Proceeding? No other, 
but to irritate the Minds, by mak- 
ing Uſe of the Term of the Pro- 
ject of Exciſe, as of an Inſtrument 
proper to provocate Diſſention, and 
entertain continual Diviſion, and 
perpetual Jangling, in the Boſom 
of the Nation ; behold what their 
only Object was; for the Project 
of the Exciſe, as well as the drop- 
ping of it, was their leaſt Concern, 
not withſtanding the great Rumour 
they made about it. 

Let only that Project of Exciſe 
be impartially conſidered, the 
Cauſe which brought it on, the 


Conduct 
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Conduct of the Miniſter in propo- 
ſing it, and, finally, all that paſ- 
ſed till it was dropped, every 
where you ſhall find, Juſtice, and 
the Good of the Nation, the Prin- 
ciples they acted by. Reflect on- 
ly on the Motives of dropping the 
Project, there you'll find every 
where Greatneſs of Thought, Ten- 
derneſs and Good-Nature, all 
| cloſely accompanied by Juſtice, 
| becauſe the Peace and Tranquility 
of the Nation was preferable to 
the ſuppreſſing of Fraud: The 
more curious Men ſhall endeavour 
to fathom this Subject, the more 
they ſhall find the Miniſter Praiſe- 
worthy. 

The oppoſite Party, ſo much 
accuſtomed to contradict and con- 
demn all Deciſions of the Govern- 
ment, did alſo cry out loudly a- 
gainſt the Continuation of the Du- 
ty on Salt. 


Now, 
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Now, to underſtand rightly the 
Juſtice of continuing that Duty, 
muſt be conſidered the forced Ne- 
ceſſity the State lies under of col- 
lecting Sums to ſupply the extra- 
ordinary Charges, which the pre- 
ſent Situation of the Affairs of 
Europe indiſpenſibly require, for 
maintaining the Glory and Good of 
the Nation : And as theſe Charges 
could never have been ſupplied 
but by Taxes; finding, therefore, 
a Duty on Salt, which, for juſt 
Cauſes, had been before impoſed, 
and was very regularly and order- 
fr yon wh this Collection was 
ound to be legal and convenient 
to be continued, for two Reaſons: 
The Firſt, Becauſe that Duty is 
payed untverſally over the whole 
Nation, and, that it coſts but little 
to every one in particular; which 
are two Things every wiſe Go- 
vernment ought molt to mind, 
when obliged to impoſe, or con- 

tinue 
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tinue Taxes. Nevertheleſs, the 
oppoſite Party is pleaſed to charge 
that prudent Deciſion, in the very 
Circumſtances now related, of In- 
Juſtice ; and would have prefered 
the borrowing of Sums, in order 
to increaſe the Debt of the Nati- 
on, only with Deſign to bring it 
in Diſcredit: Behold what their 
View was, viz. To have the Plea- 
fare of condemning, with juſt Title, 
the Condutt of the Government. 

In fine, The Pretext, in general, 
of the oppoſite Party is, That the 
Tax confines the Liberty of the 
Salters, in the Collection, and 
their Number being confiderable, 
the Conſequence of it proves hurt- 
ful to the Nation. 3 

But this does neither deſerve 
minding, becauſe the Receivers of 
this Duty being accountable to the 
Lords of the Treaſury, and they 
again to tne Government, the Duty 
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is collected with Exactneſs, ſo that 
no Favour can be had to any; for 
this ſubſiſting, no Compliance is to 
be expected at the Hands of the Sal- 
ters: On the contrary, they ought 
to be oppoſite to rhe Miniſtry, 
becauſe that Collection, which de- 
prives them of the Duty they are 
obliged to pay, engages them to 
Sentiments of Revenge, and by 
theſe Means, to join the Intereſt of 


the oppoſite Party, which is almoſt 


but natural; for Experience 
teaches us, that all the Taxes, over 
the whole Nation, upon the Peo- 
ple, far from begetting Creatures to 
the Government, produces but 
Malcontents, and frequently open 
Enemies. It is true, the Neceſſity 
of impoſing of Taxes is trouble- 
ſome, yet, ſo very neceſſary, that 
without it no State could ever 
ſubſiſt. 

It was by theſe above-men- 
tioned laudable Maxims, that one 


of 
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vf the oppolite Party * compoſed, 
lately, a Pamphlet, Entitled; A 
Review of the Projett o the Ex- 
ciſe; by Way of Inſtruction to the 
Repreſenters, and Repreſentatives, 
in the next Election. But, as it is 
eaſy, for. clear- ſighted Men, to di- 
ſtinguiſh good Deſigns from bad, 
they will find here enough to guard 


themſelves againſt Cunning and 
Artifice. oy 
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ERRAT 4A: 


Page 12. Line 4. for the Wine Merchant, 
read the tair-dealing Wine Merchant. 


